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MISSION STATEMENT

DC Health

The District of Columbia Department of Health promotes health, wellness and equity 
across the District, and protects the safety of residents, visitors and those doing 
business in our nation’s capital.

Health Regulation and Licensing Administration (HRLA)

The mission of the Health Regulation and Licensing Administration (HRLA) is to protect
the health of the residents of the District of Columbia and those that do business here 
by fostering excellence in health professional practice and building quality and safety in 
health-systems and facilities through an effective regulatory framework.

Board of Medicine

To protect and enhance the health, safety, and well-being of District of Columbia 
residents by promoting evidence-based best practices in health regulation, high 
standards of quality care and implementing policies that prevent adverse events.





• Fifteen (15) Members Total:

– Ten (10) Physician Members

– Four (4) Consumer Members

– One (1) Director of Department of Health or his/her Designee

BOARD MEMBER COMPOSITION

• Current Membership:

1. Dr. Andrea Anderson, Chair

2. Dr. Vikisha Fripp

3. Dr. William Strudwick

4. Dr. Jeffrey Smith

5. Dr. David Wessel

6. Dr. Joshua Wind

7. Dr. Preetha Iyengar

8. Dr. Chris Raczynski

9. Dr. Joelle Simpson

10. Dr. Konrad Dawson

11. Mr. Terrence Straub

12. Mr. Thomas Dawson

13. Mr. Thomas Smith

14. Mr. Archie Rich



• Approx. 72 licensed professions.

• Approx. 89,000 active licensees.

• 19 licensing boards.

• 3 programs.

• 1 practitioner health program.

• Approx. 50 staff.

FACTS AND STATS - OFFICE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONAL 
LICENSING BOARDS (OHPLB)



• Approximately 2,000 applications/year.

• Approx. 14,000 licensees.

• Approx. 11,000 physicians (MD & DO).

• Approx. 1,662 MTL.

• Approx. 423 MTR.

• More than 90% of applications are approved within seventy-two (72) hours.

• Less than 10% of applications go before the board for additional review.

FACTS AND STATS – BOARD OF MEDICINE



• Statutes

– Health Occupations Revision Act of 2009 (DC Official Code §§3-1201.01, et 
seq.)(2016 Supp.)

HEALTH PROFESSIONS

• Professions

1. Physicians (MD & DO)

2. Physician Assistants

3. Anesthesiologist Assistants

4. Acupuncturists

5. Surgical Assistants

6. Naturopathic Physicians

7. Polysomnographers

8. Trauma Technologists

9. Athletic Trainers (TBD) 

https://code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/titles/3/chapters/12/


CURRENT LICENSE CENSUS



• Interprofessional Collaboration Chair Committee

• Subcommittees

– Self-Prescribing and Prescribing for Family & Friends

– Physician Sexual Misconduct

SAMPLE OF CURRENT BOARD PROJECTS



• Transition to Digital Processes

– Office 365

– Microsoft Teams

– Salesforce

• Customer Service/Modified 
Hours

– Walk-Ins

– Scheduling Calls

– New Systems (e.g., Calendly)

• Virtual Board Meetings

– WebEx

– Sharepoint

• Enforcement Actions

– Investigations

– Interviews

– Hearings

COVID RESPONSE



RENEWALS

• Renewals are Bi-Annual (i.e., every 
two (2) years).

• All professions under Board of 
Medicine renew at the same time.

• Process is exclusively online.



COMPONENTS OF RENEWALS

• Major components of renewal:

1. Demographic Information (i.e., 
Physician Profile);

2. Screening Questions;

3. Clean Hands;

4. Continuing Education (CE);

5. Workforce Survey;

6. Criminal Background Check 
(CBC); and 

7. Pay fee.



LANDING PAGE



NEW USER REGISTRATION



LOG IN PORTAL



LICENSE SELECTION



LICENSE SELECTION



UPDATE DEMOGRAPHICS



UPDATE NAME CHANGES



UPDATE ADDRESS INFORMATION



SCREENING QUESTIONS



CONTINUING EDUCATION (CE)



PRESCRIPTION DRUG MONITORING PROGRAM (PDMP) 
REGISTRATION



WORKFORCE SURVEY



CLEAN HANDS



• All licensees must agree to an updated CBC at time of renewal.

• CBC will be a name-based search, NOT fingerprints.

• $50 fee associated with name search.

CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK (CBC)



PAYMENT



PAYMENT

License Type Renewal Fee

Acupuncture $290.00

Anesthesiologist Assistant $145.00

Chiropractor $300.00

Physicians $500.00

Naturopathic Physicians $145.00

Physician Assistants $145.00

Surgical Assistant $145.00

Trauma Technologist $145.00

Polysomnographic Technologist $145.00

Polysomnographic Trainee $50.00



• As part of the renewal process, licensees will need to complete the required number of 
continuing education (CE) credits for their profession:

– Physicians (MD/DO) - Fifty (50) hours of CE every two (2) years, which includes two 
(2) hours in the subject of LGBTQ cultural competency.

– Physician Assistants (PA) - One hundred (100) hours of CE every two (2) years, which 
includes two (2) hours in the subject of LGBTQ cultural competency.

❖ PAs may substitute NCCPA certification for the one hundred (100) hours, however, 
they will still be required to complete the required hours of CE in the subject areas 
of LGBTQ cultural competency.

SPECIFIC CE REQUIREMENTS



– Surgical Assistants (SA) - Fifty (50) hours of CE, which includes two (2) hours of CE in 
the in the subject of LGBTQ cultural competency.

❖ SAs may substitute certification from ABSA or the NSAA, if said certification 
required the completion of fifty (50) hours of CE with the two (2) year period 
proceeding renewal. However, SAs will still be required to complete the required 
hours of CE in the subject area of LGBTQ cultural competency.

– Anesthesiologist Assistants (AA) - Hold certification with the NCCAA, or its successor 
organization, as well as having completed at least two (2) hours of CE in the in the 
subject of LGBTQ cultural competency

– Acupuncturists (ACU) - Thirty (30) hours of CE, which includes at least two (2) hours of 
CE in the subject of LGBTQ cultural competency.  For licensees with a certification in 
Chinese Herbology, at least ten (10) of the total thirty (30) hours need to be in the 
topic of Chinese Herbology.

CE REQUIREMENTS (CONT.)



– Polysomnographic Technologists - Twenty (20) hours of CE, which includes at least 
two (2) hours of CE in the subject of LGBTQ cultural competency.

– Polysomnographic Technicians - Twenty (20) hours of CE, which includes at least two 
(2) hours of CE in the subject of LGBTQ cultural competency.

– Trauma Technologists - Fifty (50) hours of CE, which includes at least two (2) hours of 
CE in the subject of LGBTQ cultural competency.

CE REQUIREMENTS (CONT.)



• HIV/AIDS is no longer required.

• Licensees are also required to complete at least two (2) hours of CE in the subject of 
LGBTQ cultural competency.

• Potential course options include:

– National LGBT Health Education Center - A Program of the Fenway Institute

– Human Rights Campaign Foundation

HIV/AIDS & LGBTQ REQUIREMENTS

https://www.lgbthealtheducation.org/lgbt-education/cme/
https://www.hrc.org/hei/hei-training-on-the-cal#Q-38588


• Regulations have been implemented for all professions under the Board of Medicine which 
will require licensees to complete at least 10% of their required total continuing education 
hours in topics identified by the Director of the Department of Health as public health 
priorities.

– For example, physicians have a fifty (50) hour requirement so at least five (5) hours 
must be in a topic designated as a public health priority.  

• The Director of the Department of Health has now issued a notice identifying acceptable 
public health priorities, which can be found online HERE.  

• This new requirement will not go into effect until the next renewal cycle covering 
01/01/2021 to 12/31/2022.

10% PUBLIC HEALTH PRIORITIES

https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/service_content/attachments/10%25%20CE%20-%20Public%20Notice%20-%2066%20DCR%2014518-14519.pdf


LICENSE LOOKUP



ONLINE RESOURCES FOR CE

https://dchealth.dc.gov/dcrx


BOARD VACANCY

https://mota.dc.gov/page/boards-vacancies-or-available-seats


DUTY TO REPORT (DC CODE § 44-508)

• Health professionals must report to the board 
within ten (10) business days after being made 
aware of the following:

– Named in a malpractice lawsuit

– Convicted of a crime; or

– Party to a settlement stemming from a 
malpractice claim paid by the licensee, the 
insurer or other entity on behalf of the 
health professional.

• Employer’s of health professionals also have 
duty to report certain incidents.

https://code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/sections/44-508.html


• The Open Session of the Board of Medicine is the last Wednesday of every month at 8:30 
AM.

• Requests to be placed on the agenda should be directed to lisaa.robinson@dc.gov.

OPEN SESSION

mailto:lisaa.robinson@dc.gov


899 North Capitol St. NE, 2nd Floor

Washington, DC 20002

https://dchealth.dc.gov/bomed

https://dchealth.dc.gov/bomed

