First Financial Group Takes Lead as Local Supporter of Disability Insurance Awareness Month
WASHINGTON, DC- MAY 10, 2010—  First Financial Group is joining leading insurance companies and associations in an industrywide campaign designed to raise awareness about the need to protect one’s greatest asset — the ability to earn an income.

Scheduled for May 2010, the fourth annual Disability Insurance Awareness Month (DIAM) is being coordinated by the nonprofit Life and Health Insurance Foundation for Education (LIFE), located in Washington, DC.  Since 2004, LIFE has coordinated Life Insurance Awareness Month in September.

Throughout May, LIFE will raise national consumer awareness with ads, public service announcements, aggressive outreach to the news media, DI content on its website and blog.

“Most U.S. workers would face dire financial consequences if they were unable to work for an extended period of time due to a disabling illness or injury,” said First Financial Group’s Sean Joiner.  “We believe it is vitally important that doctor’s and their families here in DC are able to preserve their standard of living if a wage earner becomes temporarily or permanently disabled, and make it a point to always talk about disability insurance with our clients.”

With own-occupation coverage, disability income insurance provides a monthly benefit in situations where the insured individual is unable, due to sickness or injury, to perform his or her occupation.  

According to LIFE, most people in the U.S. are better prepared financially for death (usually with life insurance) than if they were to become disabled, even though the chances are at least three to five times greater (depending on age) that a disability will occur.  Studies have shown that:

· Nearly one out of every three workers over age 30 will suffer a disability lasting three months or longer at some time in their working career.

· Nearly half of all home foreclosures result from an unforeseen disability.

· More disabilities are the result of illness rather than accidents.

· Each year, about 70 percent of those who apply for Social Security disability benefits are denied.

Our corporate sponsors, Matthew Grace and Sean Joiner, Specialize in helping local medical professionals protect their families and their practices from the risk of a long term sickness or injury.  The Medical Society of DC chose to partner with First Financial Group to provide a resource to our membership for structuring their protection properly for their particular situation.

Sean Joiner can be reached at 240-235-1346 or by email at sean.joiner@ffgdc.com. 

For more information about Disability Insurance Awareness Month, click DIAM callout on LIFE’s home page at www.life-line.org. 
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